Multiple brain metastases from malignant thymoma.
A rare case of thymic carcinoma with multiple brain metastasis is reported. In our extensive review of the literature only six of 30 reports of intracranial thymoma metastasis describe multiple metastases. A 38-year-old man presented with signs of raised intracranial pressure that had began 15 days previously. Cranial MRI revealed over 70 cystic lesions in the supra and infratentorial regions. Stereotactic biopsy was planned. On the second day of his admission he deteriorated and died the following day. The autopsy revealed a mass in the mediastinum. In the brain parenchyma were multiple cystic lesions between 0.5 and 3 cm in diameter. Histopathologically they were diagnosed as metastases from the thymic carcinoma. The mean survival with a single brain metastasis is approximately 256 days, whereas with multiple brain metastases it is only 64 days, thus treatment of this tumor demands prompt surgery whenever possible and optimal adjuvant therapy.